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OTTAWA — In the middle of Oltawa there '

is a five-storey building surrounded by a chain
fence and topped by three sirands of bharbed
~wire, It’s flood lit at night.

The building houses the “commumcatmm
-Couneil
, following a
documentary put wgethcr by one
MacAdam, and titled Tl

CANRC). 1t became clear last week
cec Tv

e Fifth -

" Estate,” that our senior politicians either. do
‘not know much about this building and its ¢

operations or-they do want to know about it.

\Who works in the Communieations Branch, .

NRC? How muany bodies are there? What doas

about it? Are there issues for public discussion
in the confusing arguments which hubbles up
. in the Touse of Commons after the (ocmnenm-

ry? Will the ripples flatfen out and the matler
- disappear?

Yery expensive

Intefligence and counter- intelligence 'Kfl\'l-

tics since World War
munications Branch, NRC
become verv expensive and sophisticaled. In-
deed, only the USSR, And the US. can af-
ford them. The Americans spend roughly $7'a
billion & year in the
govermment's anpual vevenue, The Com-
" munications Branch, ‘NRC, empleys 300 odd
paople. Its operatisnal cost probubiy runs be-
tween $10 and $15 millioh a vear. What we
spend for other intellirence services in the
RCMP, External Atfairs. and the Department
of Nalional Defence
tions with security and intelligence operations
“probably rups fo ancther $50 million. The
whole Canadian tolal is a pittance compared to
< American spending.

The Communicatiwns Branch may
cheap way to gel an enormous “istelliz
We menitor and recerd a small slice Gt mfho

“traffic, mostly in the” Avctic or that sent by
forcign embassies in Giawa, We feed this to
Cthe Americans, They pub tha sinff through the

IT (when the Com-
, ot underway) have

hc a

(nn

‘the operation cost? Should we know more.

_the prime minister and a former prime min-
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At least we can assume this s so because
the Communications Branch, WRC, has a liai-
-son officer in Washingion (Stc"'art Woelner) -

and in London (Carl Treeland). The  Ameri-
cans lave their own ypaople in Oltawa who

- work with the Communications Branch. :
and cxlernal affairs are privy

The RCMP
to the material,
curily and
through iis Arctic section.

In the House of Commons there seemed (o

the former through its se-

- he a remarkable lack of knowledge about the

Communicalions B.anch on the part of both
ister, John Diefenbaker.

Mr. Diefenbaker, not Mr,
the issue. Jn itself, this was odd. The allega-

. tiong that the NRC, our pume and proud fed-

field, just about hall our:

(DND) the other organiva- -

coslly and &(:pn“twned machinery of code-

hreaking and assessing, developed particularly
- by the National Acroniutic 'md Space Agcency
(NASA). We gel back a mass of material, So
do the British.

cral scientific agency, was in the espiondge
business eoms more imporlant than the tepie
Mr. Stanfield chose that dav for his queslions
(the sales tax on kids’ clothing)e

Did Dicfenbaker know? .

Mr. Diefenbaker insisted that nothing like

this had been done in his davs as prime
minister. Is it possible he never knew about
the Comrmuaicatious Branch? The big building
whieh housed it was built and put into opera-
tisns during his government.

o of my sources believes that Mr, Diefen-
baler not onlv knew about secrel work being
done within the NRC, he triad to abolish it
Cerfainly, he introduced a new poligy which is

still in force: the leader of the official opposi-_ .

tion is periodically briefed by the M of muat-
ters of natienal sccuritv: This may explain

Mr, Stanfield's silence, theugh not Mr., Dizfens

baker's agifation. .

The Araflic which the
Branch records and {ransmils fo Washingion
iz no!t intellizible to the ardinarv eov. Com-
pulers must degipher it We can't afford them.
The usefulnes (o Canada of the
has, 1 undersiand,” been qt'("'um('d hy M.
Trudeaw. Tle hns asked the ageuey fo ]thlf\'
ity existence,

One reason may be lhat it badly needs
more madern (and expensive) (\qu-pment

At one time, the

'co'mnu nce of the hranch within NRC

intelligence division, the lalter

Ction, In return we are
Stanfield 1‘msed,i

i sharing,
Ceurity?.

~well

Communications

coperalion

NRC was a marvellous
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Couneil

fins”. Everyone understands wnat there are
mysleries and secrecies in scientific research,
Now thal the cat is openly cut oi the bay, will
hawm {he
counci’s reputation in international scientiric
circles? Why dcesn’t the RCMP or DND take
it over?

In mtelhcence work, as in OthPI fields in-
creasingly domuuucd by high {echnology, only
the, super-powers can afford the costs. We
found this out with the Avro Arrow and in the
development of {anks and weaponry.

In this operation we provide our powerful
neighbor with a small body of useful informa.
¢ almost cerfainly gotting
information that we need or wani. 1s
even peripherally, vital o our sc

more

Almost. all our politieians in power prefer
nst 1o know much about sccurilv and in
telisgence, But highly-placed peoule noting Wa
tergate’s excesses, get concerned. Could tihe
Communications Branch, NRC. gel out ¢
hand? I was started for specific reasons; i
has become a roufine; "its expenditures anc
work are never openly questionad or exam
ined, And alt the while ‘its purposes and the
comvlexities of the ficld have changed.

The foreign embassy slalfs in Oll"'wa espe
cially those of eastern hlock covniries. are
aware of the Communications Branci
operations. They - joke about it." Yel few of
us know much about it and can't find out fron

- Canadian sources. . N
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